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Main Message of Bengal Nights
The main message of Bengal Nights is that true love knows no boundary. In this novel, the author tells a story of Allan, a gentleman who works as an employee of Narendra Sen, an Indian engineer. When Allan is sent to work in India, he contracts malaria and is sent back to Calcutta for treatment. From the hospital. He is invited by his boss Sen to stay in his house. Shortly after settling, Allan falls in love with Sens’ daughter Maitreyi. Though this kind of love is against the Indian norms, Allan and Maitreyi cannot help preventing the growth of their love which becomes strong to the extent of bringing them together. Maitreyi’s sister Chabu happens to see the two love birds hugging, something that breaks the guest’s secret. Because of this discovery, Allan is thrown out of the house where he was being hosted and decides to retreat back to the Himalayas mountains.
From this story, Bengal Nights teaches us that when two people fall in love, such love is too strong to pay any respect to any form of boundaries. The Indian culture is very strict when it comes to romance and marriage and anything romantic relationship developed out of wedlock before marriage is considered as an abomination. However, when Allan and Maitreyi made their own self-discoveries towards each other, their love became so strong that they did not think about the cultural norms that required them to keep a safe distance between themselves. Whereas Allan forgets the fact that he is only being hosted by Sen, Maitreyi forgets about the consequences that her love affair with Allan would bring to her if her family gets to know their secret love. It is because of the true love between Allan and Maitreyi that make them to forget all these and end up together. This message is relevant to us today since it encourages parents to give their children the liberty to choose their lovers and give them the necessary support and guidance on how to grow their love and not to punish them for their true love.
